Forest Memorial MH17
Schiphol Airport-Vijfhuizen

There's a very special garden
Where the trees of memory grow
Nurtured by the kindness
And concern that good friends show.
The roots are cherished memories
Of good times in the past
The branches tender promises
That souls endure and last.
It's a place of peace and beauty
Where bright new hopes can start
It's memory's lovely garden
That soothes the hurting heart.
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On the 17th of July 2014, the world was shocked by the devastating report that flight MH17,
an international passenger flight from Amsterdam Schiphol Airport on its way to Kuala
Lumpur, crashed as it flew over Eastern Ukraine.
This tragic news led to an unbearable loss for relatives all over the world, a disaster that is
anchored in our collective memory. We had a wish to make this shared loss visible by
creating a living monument. We wanted to create a place where memories can live on, a
place where victims can be remembered and cherished by their loved ones. So the idea of a
living forest monument was born.
The proposed International Monument MH17 Schiphol Airport –Vijfhuizen, is a forest
memorial. For each victim of the MH17 plane crash a tree will be planted by, or on behalf of
the bereaved. Together the trees will form the Monument, and the growing trees will keep
the memory of each of the 298 victims alive for future generations. Encircled by a garland
of sunflowers, together, the trees will embrace the memorial.

The Location
The monument will be situated close to Amsterdam Schiphol Airport and is easily accessible
for both national and international visitors. This location meets all the conditions as laid
down by the Selection Commission of the Stichting Vliegramp (foundation for Aviation
disaster) MH17. Park Vijfhuizen, the proposed location for this memorial, is just 15 minutes
from Amsterdam Schiphol Airport by shuttle or taxi. During a stopover at Amsterdam
Schiphol Airport, volunteers would be available to accompany visitors to the MH17 Forest
Memorial, and within one hour they could return to Schiphol to continue their journey
onward.
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The Memorial consists of 298 trees
A tree symbolizes hope and the future in many cultures, a strong symbol. We not only want to
honor the MH17 victims, but we also want to create a place where everyone can keep their
memories of the 298 passengers alive. Every victim’s life will live on metaphorically through
these trees. In our vision, each tree would be planted by relatives and loved ones, and if
someone cannot participate, local school children would plant the tree on their behalf. They
would nurture it, and update the relatives about the development of their tree.
It is our hope to make it a memorial that is accessible from all over the world, for example by
creating a website that combined with the use of webcams will ensure that the memorial can
be viewed 24/7. This would enable relatives to watch their tree grow from where ever they
are.
At the centre of the design there is an amphitheatre with an open space for an element such
as a statue, sculpture, structure, or form of artwork, which we would leave free and open for
the relatives to decide upon. This element will be located at the centre of the forestmonument, with the trees surrounding it. This would provide an intimate and quiet place to
commemorate, but at the same time provide a location for a (yearly) service. We wish to
develop this place in cooperation with the relatives.
The design of the forest monument has been modeled on the shape of the black ribbon, which
was used as a symbol in the aftermath of the crash, and is also used by Stichting Vliegramp
MH17. The layout of the forest will be in the form of a ‘green ribbon’, planted with 298 trees,
one tree representing each person on board flight MH17. The ribbon, surrounded by a ring of
sunflowers that blossom during the month of July, would radiate a golden glow. The
sunflowers also refer to the sunflower fields in eastern Ukraine where some parts of the plane
wreckage were found.
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Quality amenities
Nearby is a large parking area with space for over 4,000 vehicles. Expo Haarlemmermeer is
located approximately 7 minutes walk away, and is fully equipped to host both small and
large gatherings of up to a maximum of 4.000 participants.
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Space and tranquility
Vijfhuizen Park offers space and tranquillity. It is a 37 acre public space for nature and
leisure, and not yet fully established, there is also no disruption from either air or car traffic.
A monument would enrich it. The park has local permits to encourage recreation and the
development of green. This means that the area is immediately available for planting.
The park is public, and because the residents are using it as well, they can keep an eye on
things too, just like the park manager.
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The design takes into account the desire for peace and privacy.
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Trees and monument
The Forest memorial MH17 Schiphol Vijfhuizen consists of two main elements:
• The trees will planted on the shape of an enlarged ribbon
• A place of commemoration
In good hands
The management of Park Vijfhuizen is the responsibility of the organisation; Recreatie
(Recreation) Spaarnwoude. They guarantee that maintenance and management will be
carefully and sensitively carried out over the coming years. Naturally, relatives may want to
carry out additional maintenance themselves or add personal tributes.
Freely accessible, even online
The site is public. By strategically positioning webcams, everybody from anywhere in the
world, can monitor how the forest is developing. Through the medium of the Internet, the
GPS coordinates of every tree can be made visible. This too, will be implemented in
consultation with, and on the basis of the wishes of the relatives.
The desire of the relatives is paramount. Their wishes should be reflected in the final design.

© Initiative Group Forest Memorial MH17 Schiphol Airport-Vijfhuizen

Thoughts on the realization of the monument
Symbolic location
The victims of MH17 met for the first time at Schiphol Airport. Here they were a "group".
Many victims last embraced their loved ones and families at Schiphol.
The green ribbon surrounded by a garland of sunflowers
The starting point for the initial design, is the shape of the ribbon. The ribbon is both visible
and recognizable in the area. The monument symbolizes, that after the mourning (the black
ribbon), there is a period of new life and new hope (the green ribbon). This ribbon connects
victims and relatives.
Every victim gets their own tree at the ribbon, a powerful symbol of new life, comfort and
hope.
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The ribbon will be slightly higher than the surrounding area. All trees will be accessible both
on foot, and by wheelchair users through a network of pathways. Around the ribbon will be a
garland of sunflowers, which on July 17th will encircle the monument with a yellow glow.
The triangular central portion will create a sheltered amphitheatre. Over the central
triangular shaped area, we will create a sheltered amphitheater, commemorations will take
place here.
On or near the monument the names of all the victims will be located in a central place.

Initiators
The main focus of this Memorial was to show the collective commitment that was felt after
this unbelievable crash. We had a wish to make this shared loss visible by creating a living
monument. We wanted to create a place where memories can live on, a place where victims
can be remembered and cherished by their loved ones.
Barry Kooijmans (director of Nomad), together with his wife and two daughters, were among
the victims of this tragic event. He had a good relationship with Trees for All, a Dutch charity
that plants trees for projects both in the Netherlands and around the world. During his
holiday, Barry was planning to visit the rainforest rehabilitation project that his company had
supported for more than twelve years, to compensate for the CO2 emissions of their flights.
Immediately after it became known that Barry and his family were among the passengers of
MH17, Trees for All decided to plant four trees for them in Malaysia. This was swiftly
followed by the desire to plant a tree in the Netherlands for every victim, in such a way that
all the trees together would form a monument.
Independent
In order to safeguard their independence, the Committee MH17 Schiphol Airport Vijfhuizen
has been founded. This is chaired by the former Minister and Commissioner to the Queen Mr
Ed Nijpels. Besides upholding the independence of the foundation, they have also pledged to
commit themselves to collecting the necessary funds for the realization of this forest.
The Forest Memorial MH17 arose out of compassion for the victims and their families and
focuses on all the victims and families involved from all over the world. All with the aim to
establish a memorial that binds, consoles and calls for a peaceful world.
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